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Dear HIT Magazine Readers,

The time has come! This is officially the last issue of the HIT Magazine for the 09-10
School Year. I hope you all enjoyed every months issues and the articles within it as much
as [ have. We are forever grateful for the hard work you all put into each and every article.
This final issue features our graduates of this year and writing about on their future plans.
So from the HIT Magazine Staff to our graduates...

Congratulations!!!

We at the Home Instruction Teen Magazine are exceptionally proud of our fellow
graduating readers and would like to wish you all the best of luck in life and we hope you
are all successful in anything you decided to do. Graduating from High School is a great
accomplishment and I hope you all are proud of yourselves because we are!
To our other readers who aren't graduating, I can't wait to see you next year! You might
not know but next year will be my last year on Home Instruction. Which means it will be
my last year as the Editor In Chief of HIT Magazine. I can't say I'm looking forward to the
end but I am looking forward to the great articles I know you all will submit!!
As Vince Lombardi (American Football Coach Legend) once said...

"The different between a successful person and other is not a lack of strength,

not a lack of knowledge, but rather a lack in will."

Congratulations again and have a great Summer Everyone!

Your Editor -In-Chief,
Shanice Bailey



GRADUATING STUDENTS

Congratulations to the Graduating Class of 2010

Graduation article
By Adriana Rodriguez (Queens)
Teacher: Loren Goltsch

My name is Adriana Rodriguez and I have been on

Home Instruction for nearly four years. After all this

time, I can proudly say I’m going to college. I'm very

excited and speechless at the same time. Usually, I

would be terrified about thinking of going out in the

real world on my own, away from my home, friends,

and family, but I’'m not. To be honest, I have never

been so happy and excited in my entire life. I used to be

afraid of going anywhere, but after many years, things

changed- I changed- now it’s much less complicated.

It’s funny when you’re afraid of something, but you

don’t know why, and when you stop to think about it,

so many questions come to mind. Questions like: “What is it that I’'m really afraid of ?” and “What
are the worst possible outcomes of that encounter?” Those were the exact questions I asked myself.
I then realized that all those negative outcomes were nothing compared to other things. I decided to
give it a try and work on overcoming my fear of public places. After years, it seemed like I had
lifted a huge burden off of my shoulder. It felt great!

Looking back, I can truly say I’ve accomplished plenty. Though I can’t erase all the bad
memories, I’d say it was worth it, because I became a stronger and better person in spite of it all .
After all these years, my horrible and dark memories still bring back much pain and tears, but then
I smile and realize how far I came. I know now that a lot of things can be complicated, but that’s
life. You can’t run from it, you have to deal with it. Never give up on what you want in life. Do it.
“There isn’t anything in this world that you can’t do if you put your mind to it”. That’s what my
mom used to always tell me. She taught me to never give up on my dreams and to follow my heart.
This was the best advice she had ever given to me.

My mother is the main reason why I’m here today. It is because of her that I have a bright future
ahead of me. My mom has been there for me through both good and bad times, and I know she will
continue to be here for me. She has more love and compassion than anybody I have ever known,
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and there isn’t anything I would change. My mom and I have been through so much together. I
only wish there were some way I could repay her, but I’'m not quite sure how. I mean, what do you
say to someone you took care of you your whole entire life? Maybe, “Thank you”. Yes, I want to
thank my mom for putting up with me for nineteen years. It is because of her that I will succeed
and go on to do greater things in life. She has taught me everything I need to know in life. I love

you mom.

Besides my mom, my teacher Loren has also helped me throughout this long journey as well. A
year before I started Home Instruction, I wasn’t doing so well, and then I met Loren. She was a
wonderful teacher full of life and laughter. She too has encouraged me to become a better person,
and make good decisions. I don’t consider her just my teacher, but a good friend as well- actually
my only friend. Although I will make a lot of friends in college, they won’t be like Loren. She is
the coolest person I know- besides my mom, of course. I'm going to miss her just as much, and I'm
very lucky to end up with a teacher like her. She is awesome.

As months pass by, and the day to start school grows near, I become more and more excited. 'm
excited with anticipation, because now I know that I can do things on my own without anything
holding me back. Not like before. Remember that you can do anything in this world, but you have
to put your mind to it. Don’t ever let anybody tell you it’s impossible or you can’t do something.
Those words don’t exist- you can. If you truly put your heart into something and work your
hardest, there isn’t anything that can bring you down. You must have faith in everything, but most
importantly, you must always have faith in yourself. Congratulations to all graduating seniors. We
did it!

Maria Kierstead
My Biography

Where to begin where to begin... well I guess I could begin
with where it all started... when I was born. I was born on
February 19, 1991 at Vassar Hospital in Poughkeepsie,
New York. I grew up for most of my young life Upstate in
Fishkill, New York. I have an older sister Elizabeth and a
younger brother James. I am so grateful for both of them
we’ve been and will always be each others best friends.

My parents split up when I was in about 3" grade but to
this day we can all still be with each other on special
occasions and some weekends and I know though they split
up they both love all three of us more than anything.

Elizabeth moved to the city when I was in 6™ grade. She
moved to the city in pursuit in fulfilling her dream of getting into Stuyvesant high school. I moved
to the city when I was in 7" grade. I always said that I moved to the city for school but deep down
I knew the real reason was to be with my sister. In two short years my brother followed. To be
clear I never wanted to choose between parents. I live in the city but I go upstate every other
weekend.



My schooling has been fairly wholesome and good all the way through. Both my siblings and I
went to all the same schools for the exception of high school. I went to nursery school at Die
Kinder which means the little children in German (though I don’t recall much of it being German).
I went to Brinckerhoff Elementary School, which I have to say was just such a great school. In 6"
grade I went to Van Wyck Middle School. In 7" grade I moved to the city and went to Baruch
Middle School for both 7™ and 8" grade. Now for high school things got a little tricky. I went to
Bard High School Early College for most of high school and I guess technically I went there for all
of high school. I feel that high school deserves a new paragraph before I go any further.

For 9", 10™, and half of 11" (or Year 1 as we call it at Bard) I physically went to school there. 1
made great friends and some of my teachers where great. I started Home Instruction my second
half of 11" grade. Home Instruction was what gave me that support that unfortunately Bard HS
couldn’t offer. For my senior year I went back to Bard HS but after a semester I decided it was
best to go back to Home Instruction. I'm so grateful for my HI teacher John Lochlan. With all the
school I missed from school due to certain health issues that arose I wound up staying back a year.
I sometime think to myself looking back over the years, could me being held back a year and the
other challenges that I faced, could all of that have been prevented if I had went elsewhere for high
school or if my problems where caught earlier on or if I had that support at Bard HS that I had so
desperately needed. But I know that all the what ifs if the world is never going to change what
was. I also know that what I’ve been through and the struggles I’ve overcome has made me a more
mature individual.

Now that I have shared a little window to the past I can paint a little picture of my present. I am
finishing home tutoring Home Instruction with Mr. Lochlan. I really can’t emphasize how much of
an important and supportive and understanding teacher he has been to me. I have been
babysitting/nanying for six years for a family of four lovely children. The support of those really
understanding figures in my life is what I try to be for the children everyday. Working with them
has been another challenging and an incredible learning experience. My sister goes to college
uptown so I still see her plenty. I go upstate all the time and I’m really so grateful for the deep
relationship that I have with everyone in my family.

As for the future is has yet to be written but what I have planned for it so far are my summer plans
and a bit of my schooling. I plan on attending school in the city in the fall and easing back into the
grove of it. Then I when I feel ready and spread my wings I plan on transferring to either
University of New Hampshire or University of Florida. I want to feel more independent moving
away also I want to attend a big university with lots of kids and plenty of classes to chose from.
For summer plans I am going to be a WWOOFer in Switzerland for a month and a half. T am
staying with three different host families. WWOOF is an organization that stands for World Wide
Opportunities on Organic Farms. I chose to do this because I feel it will be a fantastic opportunity
and it will give me a chance to spread my wings and be a bit more independent. I will be staying
with my different host families living with them and working with them on their farms.

I look forward to the future and am content in the present and don’t regret any of my past. I am
grateful for all I have and the life I’ve lived.



Looking Back
By Philip Redling (Queens)
Teacher: Barry Hantman’

I enjoyed my time on Home Instruction. I got to read
sci-fi short stories and then watch the Rod Serling
Twilight Zone DVD version of those stories for
homework! Right now I am taking a Books to Film
elective and I'm currently reading Planet of the Apes. I
look forward to watching the 1968 movie version (co-
written by Rod Serling from Binghamton, New York!).
It was great to discuss novels, stories, poems, films,
current events, etc. with my teachers.

Last summer I went to a Mets game at Citi Field with my Home Instruction teacher. Johan Santana
was the pitcher and the Mets won 7 to 1. I live near Cit Field so it was an easy trip . The only bad
thing about the day was that I had to write about the game for homework!

I even got to have vocabulary word list rap battles with Mr. H. His best line? "Yo, son, you seem
sullen, Like a bored grocery clerk at King Kullen." My best line? "I'm in your town, Shopping in
your Waldbaum's, Chilling for a while in the frozen food aisle and not get riled, Just tryin' to
escape with a frozen cake."

I will miss Home Instruction but I'm also looking forward to starting a new chapter in my life. This
August I will attend Queensborough Community College. I plan to study computers but I'm not
totally sure yet.

Evelyn Montecinos

Evelyn was born in Brooklyn, NY. Her mother is from
Honduras and her father from Ecuador. She also lives with her
sister, Lana, and her brother, Luis. She recently visited
Honduras for the first time to meet her grandmother. Evelyn
had been attending the High School for Leadership and Public
Service. She plans to work for two years before going to
college. She is interested in pursuing employment in a legal
profession.



Lauren Arena (Grade 12, Queens)
Teachers: Bridget Laurella and Phil
Saracino

My name is Lauren Arena and I am
currently a senior in High School on
Home Instruction. I have been on Home
Instruction for two years. During that
time, one- on- one instruction inspired me
to continue to reach my goal of
completing High School. In September, I
plan to study graphic design because |
love making videos. If you want to check
out videos I made, go to

Ms. Jonas 91 on youtube.

College- here I come!

Cody Zurich (Grade 12, Queens)
Teachers: Gio Tusa and Bridget Laureira

My name is Cody Zurich. I will be graduating in
June of 2010, if I finish reading “The Catcher in
the Rye.” I came a long way in a short time with
the help of my teachers. I want to thank Mr.
Lombardi for giving me such great teachers and
helping me to achieve my goals. I may go to
college or get a full time job. With a high school
diploma, I will have many opportunities.



MARQUES JAMES SEME
Teacher: Robert Cipriani

Marques James Semé turned 14 on March 26, 2010. He resides in Flushing Queens and is an 8th
grade student of the NYC Department of Education’s home instruction school in Queens.

The year 2006-2007 school year was a turning point for Marques. In fifth grade elementary school
he begin to boldly speak out about his medical condition or neurobiological disorder called tourette
syndrome (TS). But that was just the beginning!

First he proved that students with TS are just as capable of academic achievement as any other
student. He refused to be placed in a special education setting because of his disorder and
completed his academic requirements for graduation in a general education setting. In September
2007 he was acknowledged by the NYC DOE Schools Chancellor & the New York Daily News as
a recipient with a Class Acts Award and had the privilege of being the New York Mets First
Pitcher at a National game. Read all about it & see the photos by searching: Marques Semé¢ at
www.google.com

Further, in February 2008, Marques was invited to speak at the TSA's 2008 Champion of Children
Awards alongside Actor Dash Mihok and Actor/Comedian Richard Lewis who both have TS, to
talk about their achievements in front of a prestigious audience at the Wilshire hotel in Beverly
Hills, CA. To view the photos search: Marques Semé at www.Wireimage.com/GalleryListing.

In September 2009 the Head Coach and Director of swimming at Queens College responded to a
letter she received from Marques inquiring of his interest in educating the college about TS and
receiving swimming lessons. In time he, along with many of his friends who also have TS, were
invited as the TS Knights to receive temporary free swimming lessons at QC. Marques story was
published in the spring issue of "That Darn Tic" a newsletter by the tsa, inc. that can be seen at
WWWw.tsa-usa.org.

Marques continued his quest to bring awareness about TS in December 2009 when he was accepted
by HIT magazine, a publication by NYC DoE home instruction teens, as a monthly columnist.
Volumes I-V of "EMES" the comic strip that educates readers about TS in a humorous way, can be
found at www.homeinstructionschools.com. Recently he was promoted to Chief Illustrator of HIT
magazine.

In January 2010 Marques started the "TS Bowlers" group for his friends who have TS along with
their friends and family at JIB lanes Early Bird bowling on Saturdays from 9am-12pm.

Finally, Councilman, Jumaane Williams who also has TS responded to a letter he received from
Marques and invited him to the Legislative office in Manhattan. On March 15, 2010 Marques met
Councilman Williams and met Mayor Bloomberg at City Hall. After talking with the Councilnan,
Marques has reconfirmed his determination to educate others about TS.

"Get the Facts, Eliminate the Myths"
- Marques J. Seme
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MARQUES JAMES SEME
Teacher: Robert Cipriani



Ari Fisher

Ari loves drawing and playing the guitar. He expressed
his interest in art by taking classes at Artists in the
Woods in East Hamptom, NY and volunteering at the
Children’s Museum in Brigehampton.

Sharissa Ali

DOB: 8/19/92

School: Richmond Hill High School

Graduation Date: June 28, 2010

Favorite Subject: Math Hobbies: Paitining, sketching,
coloring

Teacher: Antony Muthu

Natalia Quiles

My name is Natalia Quiles. I am 18 years old. I have been through many journeys throughout my
high school years, though I got sick I have managed to continue with my education. [ am a
outgoing, nice, and determined young lady. I plan to become a pediatric nurse because I want to
help others. This has always been my dream and now that I am moving on from high school, I

could now strive to make my dream come true.
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Jessica Gomez

HI My Name is Jessica Gomez AGE 16 I live with my parent's and
to brothers. My Dream job when I get older is to become a nurse a
(RN) I'd also like to find acure for diseases such as Cancer,
HIV/Aids and all those diseases which peopleare suffering. I cant
wait to start high school I plan to do 4 years or more of college.l
thank my teacher Mr Simmons for helping me get through this tough
school year of '09'and my family. I love music and TV my favorite
TV show right now is family guy. I love family and dramamovies.
My role model is my mom she always helps me get through
everything including my surgery

that Thad in '09'. She was there for me every minute of the day. I am
interested in nursing. I always love helping people. I Also would
love to become a artist some day i love drawing and making art like
drawing people and different clothes that i would love to design one
day.

Garnet Milligan, Jr. (Grade 8)

I am 14 years old. I was born and raised in Harlem
NY. I have three older sisters, Chantell. Dante and
Cheryl, but no brothers. I take after my father because
I like to explore and experience new things.

My favorite subject is Math. If you know your
operations, you can handle money responsibly. My
least favorite subject is Social Studies, there are too
many people, places and dates to remember. This year
I’ve been on Home Instruction. My teacher, Dale
explains things very well and I’m learning a lot.

My favorite sports are ice hockey, basketball and
football. My advice to kids my age is to stay in school
and always try to do your best.

Ilany Mateo

Ilany graduated from High School in January 2010. She was with Home Instruction for one
semester. [lany is a very hard working young woman, who is planning to attend college in
September.

Devon Baldwin
Devon has a reserve that comes from learning about life. He plans to attend college in September.
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Elliot Kramer

"Home Instruction has been an incredibly positive addition to my
life for the past 18 months. Through the system and educators
understanding and support I have been able to complete my High
School experience. I am very grateful for the excellent teachers
available to me through the program and their continued support
beyond the class room."

Chloe Hewitt Reflection

My name is Chloe Hewitt and I am an 8" grade
student in Manhattan Home Instruction. Throughout
my life, I have lived in 6 different countries and have
learned a great deal about them and their cultures. I
am truly a girl of the world!!! Due to various health
reasons, [ have missed a great deal of school and
thanks to the home instruction program I have been
able to continue my studies and graduate from middle
school.

When I entered the program I was quite a way behind

in my grade level in certain subject areas and was very

concerned about being ready to attend High School.

With the one to one instruction I have received, I have

been able to catch up in my skills and feel more

confident about the future. For the future, I am aiming

for a position in New York’s Fashion Institute of Technology and a career as a designer. Home
instruction helped me to continue pursuing my dream and I am very grateful.
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Hodra Saeed

Hodra enjoys listening to and playing
music. She becomes excited sometimes and
tries to song along, which care-givers find
very interesting.

Hodra communicates using vocalizations,
eye gaze and facial expressions. Hodra
makes eye contact with familiar people. She
cries when she is not happy or
uncomfortable.

She presses buttons to activate toys.
Hodra cooperates with care givers during
activities of daily living.

Raymend Evans
Raymend lives at Terence Cardinal Cooke hospital, right

across from Central Park.Raymond uses his smile to get

attention from care givers and teachers. He becomes rigid

when he does not feel like doing his school work or if he

does not want to wear his hand braces.

Raymond is always engaged in multi-sensory instruction.

He loves listening to music and being read to. His favorite

class is listening to recorded stories. He loves to do

coloring and looking at colorful and

beautiful pictures of flowers.
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Eliza Ahern

Eliza Ahern was born and raised in New York City. She
loves to swim, listen to music and read. Here favorite
pastime is photography, an in the fall, she will be
attending Brooks Institute, one of the most renowned
visual arts schools in the country. She plans on majoring
in Visual Journalism and hopes one day to work for the
New York Times.

Nelson Ortiz

Teachers: Mary Ann Lowery
Kevan Harris

I was born and raised

in New York City.

I wish to go on to college to study
engineering and make a career of it.
I am also hopeful in the future to
have a happy

family of my own.

Kevin Flores
Hi my name is Kevin Flores. I'm a 12th grader
who is graduating in June. My teacher's name is Mr.Cooley
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Jasmine Ramos

My name is Jasmine Ramos. I was born on
August 10, 1995 in the Bronx, New York City.
That makes me 14 years old. I am proud to be
Puerto Rican and African American.

When I was nine months old, I started having
trouble breathing on my own. I got a
tracheostomy and a ventilator to help me
breathe. Around that time, Mom noticed my
arms and legs were weak and I couldn’t open
them. That is when the doctors diagnosed SMA,
spinal muscular atrophy.

I started school at the age of five. I used to go to

a school called UCP, in Brooklyn. I needed a

specialized school because I have SMA. I

needed a nurse and a ventilator 24 hours a day,

7 days a week. I have been on home instruction for around six years. I’m on home instruction
because, as I got older, it became harder for the nurse to take me to school.

My favorite school subjects are reading and writing. One day, I hope I finish high school and move
on to college work. I would like to study nursing. I like to give medical advice. I have lots of
experience with medical issues.

Arielle Garrido

Arielle was born and lived in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic for four years. She then came
to Manhattan with her brother, sister and grandmother.

She began Catholic school at age four, not knowing the English language. Within a very short time,
Arielle mastered the English language.Arielle went to St. Jude school from k-8" grade and then to
Mother Cabrini High School from grades 9-12.

Arielle has been with us in Home Instruction since the birth of her daughter 3/12/10. She has a
wonderful husband who helps whenever possible. She will be attending college in January and

plans to be a nurse.

We are all very proud of Arielle’s great accomplishments and wish her success in her future
endeavors.
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District 75 Literacy Fair — 2010
By: Shanice Bailey

On May 3, 2010 District 75 held their annual Literacy Fair in the Bronx at P811x schools.
This event consists of the work done by the students in district 75. Activities, handouts and
seminars were held that educated students and parents on District 75 and its students. T-
Shirts, hats, and other goodies such as pens, pencils and soft baseballs where given out by
the 28 organizations that came and set up tables with information about different topics
such as autism, homework help and other issues associated with the district 75 students.

I only have one thing to say that basically sums of the event...
IT WAS AWESOME!!!

I absolutely loved it, I must admit that at first I was nervous about being around that many
people who I don’t know and probably won’t ever know on a personal level but the
moment I stepped in the fear went away and I felt welcomed by everyone there.

The first thing we (my mother and I) had to do was sign in while my teacher Mrs. Cassidy
went to sign in at the teachers table. During that time we received these neat tote bags with
goodies and information in them and we also receive our tickets for lunch, our t-shirt and
hats.

At 9am, there was a seminar held in the auditorium about the Keynote Speaker Emily Pearl
Kingsley's book "Welcome to Holland". The story was really touching to me and it gave
me motivation to continue to succeed in life because it doesn’t matter what your disability
is, everyone can do anything they put their minds too.

After the seminars the fun began and everyone was free to roam around. Classes were
offered to the parents and students to do activities. I didn’t get a chance to attend the
classes because I honestly wanted to roam around and not be tied to anyone’s chair but I
looked in and they were doing things such as face painting and other group activities. The
parents class consisted of information about specific conditions and how to deal with
children like that. They were basically self help class for the parents and some for the
students.

I roamed the tables of the organizations and grabbed many goodies such as pens, pencils,
baseballs, key chains, chap sticks, metro card holders and other great things. I not only got

goodies but they were also giving out great information. A couple of pamphlets that I got
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were about Carbon Monoxide detectors, homework help, and different after school
programs for district 75 students.

I than went on to get my free t-shirt and hat. It was down in room 308 on the 2™ floor of
the building. My teacher, my mother and I all headed there together and we received our t-
shirts which were navy blue and had District 75 EPIC Conference written on it with navy
blue hats that had the same thing written on them.

Eventually 11:30am came around and it was now lunchtime. Along with my teacher and
mother, we all headed down to the lunch room, which was in the basement/1* floor.

We went in and gave the lady our lunch tickets and we got to choose from a number of
sandwiches and wraps. I choose the Turkey and Cheese sandwich while my teachers
choose a different sandwich and my mother choose the turkey wrap. In the lunch box you
also receive a cookie, apple, carrots and you choice of a drink. Water, sodas and Snapple’s
where the options given to you.

After lunch my teacher than dropped me and my mother home.

Though I didn’t stay to 3pm, I did enjoy myself and I got a chance to see all of the tables
and different things they offered. I even got a chance to see out Vice Principal Mr.
Lombardi and meet our superintendent Bonnie Brown.

The event was wonderful and I really did enjoy myself, I can’t wait to go next year and I
hope that some of you student will attend the event also! It's a really neat Fair and you can

really learn a lot about other District 75 Students.

For those who didn’t go, we (my teacher and I) made sure to get some pictures of the
Home Instruction Schools display table!!

(Pictures in Photo Section)

-Shanice Bailey
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REFLEC TIONS

All About the Benjamin’s
Sasha A. Miller (Queens)
Teacher Mr. Ellman

The Italian Renaissance changed the world, but it particularly changed how the common man lived
his life. The ability to earn money changed the social dynamic and challenged earlier ideas of
influence. The Renaissance was a period of time where ideas flourished but the idea that an average
and ordinary person could elevate their social status was by far the most notable change in society.
The increase in trade allowed merchants to rise above their former economic state; money from
trade translated into influence and power in society. The Renaissance period created an opportunity
for the common man to remove the shackles of feudalism and elevate his status in society.
Commerce gave merchants a voice in government. As seen today, money can translate into power;
there is a popular saying that, “money makes the world go around”. This idea was thoroughly
conveyed during the Italian Renaissance. Artist during the renaissance period captured this
remarkable change in their work and were inspired by the reality of the common man. For the first
time in history the average and ordinary person had a voice and a face in society.

The Italian Renaissance emphasized individual ability and celebrated the idea of humanism. As
Leon Batista Alberti expressed, “Men could do all things if they will”. This meant that an
individual had the power to change his circumstance in life and that through his own effort he
could live a better life. As commercial capitalism started in the middle ages economic power began
to grow among merchants, financiers, and other middle-class figures. During the Italian
Renaissance merchants were not only becoming wealthy but their new wealth gave them a voice in
politics. Many merchants were able buy themselves into nobility, which gave them access to
government. Money was a tool for the middle-class to influence decision-making and ruling.
Before this time only those born into nobility were fortunate enough to live lavishly and participate
in government but during the Renaissance the definition for nobility was being tested. During the
Renaissance the ability to use influence in politics created a social class that could redefine their
existence.

Prior to the Italian Renaissance many artists were inspired by religion and the upper class.
However, during the Renaissance artists sought to imitate nature. They wanted viewers to see the
reality in their subjects. At the same time these artist were developing a new human focus
worldview. As one artist said, human beings were the “center and measure of all things. This
viewpoint was vastly different than those held during the middle ages, which was mainly governed
by the idea that the church held supreme authority in how a person should live their life.
Renaissance artist depicted a changing world where everyday people were influencing art. This
new trend occurred mostly because of the creation of a middle-class, which could afford the luxury
of fine art and looked to boost their status in society. Prior to the Renaissance only the nobility
could afford fine art; which influenced how the artist expressed his craft. Access to money by the
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middle-class allowed artist to explore the common man in their work. Once again, money
influenced how people were being perceived.

Merchants, financiers, and other middle-class figures had a sense of pride during the Renaissance.
The renaissance brought with it a decline in serfdom, which enslaved groups of people to the lands,
which they lived on and into poverty. The ability to have control to change their economic status
allowed the common man to explore the world and his place in it. The freedom that money
provided instilled in the common people the idea that they too had the right to live a decent life and
become educated. The elevation in social status changed generations of families who were destined
to a life of poverty in the middle ages. Due to the remarkable change in the social structure, the
common man could express his ideas and impact the world around him.

Today there is a popular phrase that states that, it is all about the “Benjamin’s”. This means that if
you have money you can pretty much get the power you need to succeed in society. For a large part
this idea is true and the Italian Renaissance is an excellent case study. Money and the access to
power created a class of people that was able to change their destiny. Of course, a large part of the
population during the Renaissance was poor but the Renaissance period had a unique happening,
the idea that a person had the power to change his life. Today the spirit of the Renaissance is a
large part of the American society and capitalism. The “American dream” is the idea that if you
work hard you will be successful because after all it’s all about the Benjamin’s!
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The Time of My Life
by Genesis Hires

On May 21, I went to see the Jonas brothers and Demi Lovato.

they are my favorite singers so it was like a dream. I was so

excited that I stayed up all night, and when I finally fell asleep

my mom woke me up 1t minutes later, so I only had 15 minutes

of sleep! And we had to wake up at four a clock in the morning.

When my sister Ginaija, my mom, and I finally got there we

didn’t know where to sit, that was pretty bad, but then

somebody found us a place in the V.I.P section. After that, they found another place for us to sit
and a guy that worked there said to leave us there because we could see well and we were already.
Also, we definitely didn’t want to go through that big crowd again. Next, we had to wait until it
started. It kind of took a long time, but I was so excited that I totally ignored it. Finally, the show
started and I was more excited then I’ve ever been before!

First, the Jonas brothers sang three songs, it was so awesome! I was
singing along with every word. Then, Demi Lovato sang, but she only
sang one song, but she sang it a couple of times. When she finished,
the Jonas brothers sang again, they just kept taking turns. So, when the
Jonas brothers and Demi Lovato went back stage, Demi Lovato was
pretty much only five steps away from my mom, but I wasn’t allowed
to go see because there was a green line that you can not pass, but the
worker was so nice that he let me look, then he came up to me and
asked me, “What’s your name?” and I said, “Genesis”. He looked at
me funny and said, “Oh my gosh that’s my daughters name”. I told him that’s really cool. He
then asked, “Did you know Demi Lovato is my niece?” My sister, my mom and I said “No way!”
“Would you like to meet Demi Lovato?” he asked. We all said yes!!! So we were waiting for her
to come down then BOOM she was right in front of my sister and me, it was so cool she really had
a whole conversation with us! So then she asked us if we had met the Jonas brothers yet and we
said no. Then she said she’s gonna go get them. Then BOOM, this time the Jonas brothers were
right in front of us and all I could say was “OH MY GOD OH MY GOSH OH MY GOD”. They
couldn’t speak to me at all because it couldn’t stop saying it. So, they hugged us and said what’s
your favorite song? We said Burning Up, and they said ok and good-bye and gave us a hug again
and went to go get ready. When we went back to our spot, they started singing and the song they
sang was Burning Up, our favorite song! Also, we got on camera and then one of the Jonas
brothers came up to the stage where we was sitting and pointed to us! It was so cool. After that,
they sang two more songs and it was over, then we had to go home but it was still THE TIME OF
MY LIFE.
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My New Job
By Anthony Hernandez
Teacher: Barry Hantman

I recently began working at a movie theater in Queens. I was
hired as an usher but I also do various other tasks. Overall, I like
the job but it's not easy to work late and I'm very tired when I
return home.

Let me take you through a typical shift. When I start work I first

put on my uniform and get ready to clock in. When that's done I go

to my boss to get an usher's schedule (it has the start and end times for all the movies and tells
which theaters they're in). I'm one of three ushers that do theater checks and clean the theaters. I
also take tickets and direct people to the right location. At the end of our shift, we help clean up the
concession stand/soda fountain. Then I mop the stand and kitchen areas. We do a lot of cleaning!

I do like where I work but sometimes dealing with the public can be kind of a pain. Some people
think they are your boss but that's what comes with the job. I do get to see free movies when I'm
off. And I'm making some money, which I'm going to save for a car. I look at the situation as you
can pick your poison -- stay at home and do nothing or work hard and get paid.

Jhonny and Max, My Dogs
By Ariadne Rodriguez
Teacher: Barry Hantman

Kids all over the world have begged their parents for a pet. They've asked for a dog, cat, goldfish,
maybe even a horse. Of course, parents say, "No, you will never take care of it" or "It will be a lot
of work." But the kids often win the hearts of their parents and they get the pet anyway. That's how
I got my doggies.

It started at a party at my aunt's house. Her dog recently had a litter of 6 of the cutest most adorable
puppies I've ever seen. Being a girl, I did the "Awww" thing and started begging my mom to take
one home. Like any other mother she said no. But I was persistent and knew I was going to take
one home with me. As the night went on I found the puppy I wanted. He was nipping at my shoe
and biting my hands; I fell in love with this black pup. I begged my mom one more time and I
could see in her eyes she wanted to take him home with us. Yet again she said no.

So I did something that I knew wouldn't go over very well with my mother. (With my aunt's
permission), when we started to pack up to leave I took the puppy and kept him in my jacket. I
grabbed my mom's car keys and made sure that I was first in the car. My brother and cousin were
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in on the plan so it all worked out. I knew it was coming and as soon as we got home my mom
flipped a switch on me and went from nice to angry. But I didn't care -- I wanted that dog and I got
him. At first we named him Simba because we couldn't think of anything else but that changed
when I came up with the name Max and it fit him.

We took Max everywhere with us. We even took him to our dentist, who immediately fell in love
with him and wanted a pup too. My mom made the arrangements with my aunt and we planned to
give our dentist a cute blond puppy (Max's brother). But things change. I fell in love again and
begged to keep the blond dog. My parents agreed! I named the pup Jhonny because his blond hair
reminded me of the old Cartoon Network character Jhonny Bravo. Jhonny was the cutest thing to
play with and when Max and Jhonny were reunited after 3 weeks it was the happiest moment I
have ever seen.

Jhonny and Max are brothers from the same litter but have totally different personalities and looks.
They are German shepherd/Shih Tzu mutts. Max is black and skinny. He dominates Jhonny but
when I come into the room he is the most submissive dog ever. He is very protective of me and can
be aggressive towards other people near me but he calms down and is very sweet once he gets to
know you. Jhonny is mellow and is the funniest dog I've ever met. He is blond and is really fat; he
kind of looks like a little dinosaur. Jhonny is extremely loving and always tries to get a chance to
lick your face, feet, or anything that has to do with a person.

Max is known for making funny cute faces that either makes you laugh or say "Awww, how cute!"
But Jhonny the clown, in my opinion, can literally turn your frown upside down. When Jhonny
hears a high-pitched sound that he doesn't recognize, he props his ears up and moves his head from
side to side. He does this once and you're tearing with laughter.

Having two dogs is trouble, yes. It's hard work feeding them, taking them out, bathing them, and
keeping them healthy. But it's all worth it when you have and love two dogs like my Max and
Jhonny!
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On Seeing a Historic Document at

The Morgan Library

By Barry Hantman (Queens homebound
teacher)

I empathize with all the stranded tourists on both sides
of the Atlantic due to the Icelandic volcano eruption.
But something good did emerge from this difficult
situation -- the Magna Carta is unexpectedly on display
in Manhattan (at least until the end of May). What's the
connection? Oxford University in England owns 4
copies of the Magna Carta. One of those copies was
recently flown to New York City for a private event and
then was stuck here when flights were canceled. The
Morgan Library (at Madison Avenue and 36th Street)
then got permission to exhibit this rare and influential
piece of history.

The "Great Charter" was agreed upon by King John and his nobles on June 15, 1215. "This
document is the world's most famous symbol of freedom and the rule of law: its declaration that no
free man should be imprisoned without due process underlies English common law and American
concepts of individual liberty and constitutional government." The nobles forced King John to get
the consent of the royal council in order to raise taxes (the very first step in giving "the power of
the purse" to a legislature and not to the executive power).

The Magna Carta was shown in the East Room of The Morgan Library. This museum has another
rare and important part of history on permanent display in the same room -- a copy of the 1455
Gutenberg Bible, "The first substantial book printed from movable type in the West." Only 50
copies survive. Gutenberg's printing press changed the course of European civilization. You will
also be amazed as you walk around the East Room and see all the stacks behind glass of books
from the 1500's through the early 1900's. The leather-bound volumes are in English, French,
German, Latin, and Italian. An incredible sight for book lovers!

The Morgan Library was completed in 1906 out of Tennessee pink marble. It was originally J.P.
Morgan's private building for his burgeoning collection of manuscripts, books and drawings.
Fortunately for us, it is now open to the public. Was Pierpont (JP) Morgan a "captain of industry"
or a "robber baron"? Or (in addition to Rockefeller, Carnegie, and Vanderbilt) was he both? Do

your homework and you decide!

** Update: The Morgan Library just announced that it will be closed for renovations from June
through October.
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REFLECTIONS ON A FILM I HAVE NOT SEEN...........
By Julia Daniels (Grade 9, Manhattan)
Teacher: 1. Jessop

I believe "Precious" is a cluster of stereotypes. First, the "New York Times" Letter to the Editor
(2/5/10) states that Precious was obese. Secondly, she had two children both of whom were
products of incest. Also, she had an extraordinarily abusive mother. Lastly, Precious was illiterate.
These different stereotypes attract many racial groups to the movie, but, significantly, according to
the Letter to the Editor, whites are the majority of those who are attracted to the film. Although the
movie depicts a black teenager's miserable life experiences, the reality is that there are many racial
groups - black, white, Latino - of all ages who go through the same tribulations, and, like Precious,
they, too, experience the devastation of suffering from AIDS.

Even though I have not seen the movie, I know it is a "tear jerker" for both blacks and whites.
However, for African-Americans, I suspect that Precious' efforts to overcome a horrible life are
inspirational. In contrast, for white people, I believe their tendency is to see the film largely as
depicting stereotypical African-Americans. The film is hardly "post racial" Personally, I am not
running to the theatre to see "Precious."

GLOBAL WARMING
BY Student: Laura Sanchez (Manhattan)
Teacher: Catherine Fenton

The air sometimes gets warmer because of things that people have done to the earth. Heat waves,
smog, storms, and flooding occur when people don't care what happens to the earth.
The following are examples of negative things that people do the earth:

1. People don't recycle bottles, cans, and newspapers.

2. - Sometimes people don't obey laws and throw things on the ground.
List of positive things that people can do to help the environment are:

1. Recycle cans, bottles, magazines, paper cups, and newspapers.

2. Use both sides of the writing paper.

3. Clean up after their dog.

4. Stop using spray cans that contain dangerous chemicals.

. Try to walk instead of using their cars and that way they will use less gasoline.

6. People should turn off the water when they are not using it.

If everyone obeys the rules and cleans up after they are done eating and recycles their trash
we will have a cleaner place to live on earth.
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FICTIONARY

Dear Diary
By Iyanna Beano (Grade 7, Queens)
Teacher: Jean O’Neill

Dear Diary,

Itis now 6:15 a.m. At approximately one hour ago an earthquake had struck San Francisco. My
name is Riley Davis and I am twenty-two years old. I’'m also trapped in between two buildings that
have collapsed. One hour ago, I was cooking breakfast for my son, when I felt a shake. It became
more intense by the second. I turned off the stove, grabbed my son, and ran. As I was running,
everything around me started to fall.

I went outside and saw people running here and there. I even saw people running in circles. There
were people screaming and some of them stood frozen, like a statue. All of a sudden my son found
a way to leave my side, and ran away. I ran after him, but noticed there was a tree that was ready to
break above him. I tried to run faster but it was too late. The tree snapped and crushed him. I
screamed and cried until I almost lost my voice. I pulled myself together and walked away in
sadness and shock.

As I walked, a row of buildings collapsed. I started to run and as I was running, I saw people laying
on the ground, lifeless. So many children were lost and helpless. I ended up at a dead end, in
between two buildings. They collapsed with me in the middle. When I was laying, there I noticed
that I had a piece of paper in my pocket. There was also a pencil from one of the offices that had
collapsed. So I began writing this just incase I didn’t survive. I was just thinking somebody would
like to know what happened.

Riley Davis
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Concert Review Of Mayhem Festival
By Adriana Rodriguez (Queens)
Teacher: Loren Goltsch

For years, I’ve been doing research regarding numerous rock concerts. After much time, I found
the most amazing concert event ever. If you’re a hard-core rocker or an uncontrollable metal head,
I guarantee you’ll love the Mayhem Festival.

“What is it?“ you ask. Well, only the most amazing concert ever, duh. No, just kidding... but
seriously, it is awesome. It is a touring metal festival that takes place in early July up until mid
August. Kevin Lyman and John Reese, partners who created the Van Warped and Taste Of Chaos
tours, started it two years ago. This event is sponsored by the Rock Star Energy Drink Company.
Because of its popularity over the past two years, it has become a yearly event.

During every summer of this event, a wide variety of heavy metal bands are selected to perform.
What makes this different from all other concerts is that there are three stages instead of one at the
Mayhem Festival. In the Mayhem Festival, there is the main stage, where four main popular bands
perform, and then there is the Mayhem Festival stage and the Jagermeister stage, where all the
other bands perform, including new upcoming bands. There is also a schedule for this tour. Since
there are so many performances- and on three different stages no less- it would make more sense if
there were some sort of schedule. This schedule lets everybody know what band is performing, at
what time, and on which stage. Yes, performances on all three stages happen at the same time.
Let’s just hope none of the fans’ favorite bands play together at the same time, now that’s tough.

Anybody who seems interested, I strongly advise you to check out their website for tour dates and
a list of bands performing. I know that Korn and Rob Zombie are just two of the four main
opening bands. Sounds pretty cool. I don’t know about you, but I’'m going. I’ve never been to one
before, but I'm sure it’s definitely worth the experience. I mean, what can be better than spending
your summer at a rock concert, seeing your favorite band, and screaming your head off? I can’t
think of anything, can you?
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DVD Review -- Desperate Measures: A History Channel
Documentary on the Great Depression

By Joshua Rosen

Teacher: Barry Hantman

This program details the mounting problems of the U.S. during the 1930's. Banks were closing
down and people were losing faith in the free market. The unemployment rate was sky high. FDR's
New Deal was a big help but it wasn't enough to solve all the severe problems of the economy.

Marathon dancing became popular. Couples would dance for as long as 24 hours and the last
couple standing would win some money. Even if you lost, you at least got some food and back
then, that wasn't something to take for granted. But marathon dancing wasn't really about having
fun -- many contestants had no place else to go, were hungry, and desperate.

As the economy deteriorated, Mother Nature dealt another blow -- the Dust Bowl storms. Drought
contributed to the Great Plains soil blowing away, but there's more to the story. European demand
for American wheat soared during World War I so farmers planted more wheat. But then prices
plummeted after the war so the farmers tried to compensate by increasing production even more.
At one point, 50,000 acres a day of topsoil were being stripped of prairie grasses that held the soil
together. On the evening of May 10, 1934, dust storms dumped 6,000 tons of dirt on Chicago and
by morning, the giant storm was 1,800 miles wide. It soon dropped its dust on New York City,
causing the Big Apple to come to a standstill.

Film Review of 1776
By Sophie Nicolich-Henkin (Grade 10, Manhattan)
Teacher: Catherine Fenton

The movie "1776", written by Sherman Edwards and Peter
Stone, and directed by Peter H. Hunt, is a musical reenacting
the process of the creation and signing of the Declaration of
Independence. It was released in 1972 and in 1973 was
nominated for both an Oscar and a Golden Globe award. It is
both historically accurate of the time period and the events
portrayed, and is extremely captivating to watch.

The musical begins in the Second Continental Congress,

where the members are convened to discuss their affairs. As

much as one might think that in Congress, members are calm,

collected, and dignified, this movie depicts a very different

scene. The men shout over each other, leap out of their seats,

and at one point in the movie even come to blows with each other (though that is quickly broken
up). The men all feel very strongly that their own (opinions are correct, and will not easily succumb
to the will of others. John Hancock (played by David Ford) is the Congressional President, and
constantly tries to keep order in his Congress, though he is not always successful. The Second
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Continental Congress scenes are extremely interesting, filled with song and dance, and accurately
portray the events that led up to the signing of the Declaration of Independence, and with it the
creation of the United States of America.

John Adams (played by William Daniels) spends the movie attempting to convince the other
Congress members to side with him and bring independence to America. From the beginning of the
movie, his close mend Benjamin Franklin (played by Howard Da Silva) supports him, but few
others reel the same way. Benjamin Franklin is portrayed as a funny old man - highly respected and
full of his own quotes. Against Adams' idea of independence from the beginning is John Dickenson
(played by Donald Madden), who furiously believes that America's tie to England is crucial for its
survival, and most beneficial for the colonies. Their opposition continues throughout the film, and
often leads to energized and argumentative musical numbers, as Adams attempts (and in some
cases succeeds) to bring more and more members of Congress to his side of their difference of
opinion.

The actual writing of the Declaration of Independence is done by Thomas Jefferson (played by Ken
Howard), as is commonly known by people today. What is not so commonly known, however, is
that he did not want this responsibility. John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Robert Livingston (played
by John Myers), Roger Sheman (played by Rex Robbins), and Thomas Jefferson become a
committee designated to create a declaration of independence, and Jefferson himself does not want
the job - he desperately wants to go home to see his wife. The others, however, all have their own
personal reasons not to be the sole one to write the document, and the responsibility is forcibly
placed on Jefferson. This is an example of how this movie reveals little known details about the
independence of America. Most Americans only known that the Declaration of Independence was
signed on July 4th 1776 - they are oblivious to the tremendous hard work and the fierce arguments
that lead up to this event. The musical "1776" enlightens the viewer to the whole of the details of
this historical episode.

The end of the film comes with the actual signing of the Declaration of Independence. The large
document, with the majestic historically accurate writing of the time period, is brought out, and
signed first with the large scrawl of John Hancock. One by one, the other members of the Second
Continental Congress come up to his desk and sign their names. The date is shown on the wall:
July 4th. "1776" is extremely enjoyable and infinite. Filled with beautiful costumes and rousing
musical numbers, it depicts an important historic event in a way that can be enjoyed by all. J would
recommend this movie to anyone, both those who enjoy history and those who usually cannot bear
it - this movie makes a historic tale into an interesting story for all. Though it takes up nearly three
hours, the time flies by as you watch John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and the
other men crucial to the founding of our nation dance and sing around the set, and bring to life an
event that happened long before our time.
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POETRY PLACE

A Tribute to Freegan.Org
By Julia Daniels (Grade 9, Manhattan)
Teacher I. Jessop - Manhattan

Rummaging piles of unsought edible treasures
Unsold and tarnished and bruised just a wee bit
Bagels and more outside the bakery door
Black bags full of yummy food ...a way of life to some is nasty and rude
Inside the walls of something taboo you'll surely find something new
Savoring the flavors is something Freegans do... our eco-friendly neighbors
Hunting for the goodies the markets throwaway that they knew could have
been eaten another day!

ONE MAN'S TRASH IS ANOTHER MAN'S TREASURE
By Julia Daniels (Grade 9, Manhattan)
Teacher: 1. Jessop

One man's trash is another man's treasure
Just looking for it
is a great endeavor....

This treasure

doesn't need an x....

For he who threw it away
didn't know what to expect....
That happiness and joy
would go to the next....

Keep in mind
I'll take my time
and see what I'll find....

Because what was once yours
1S now mine!
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A PENNY SAVED IS A PENNY EARNED
By Julia Daniels (Grade 9, Manhattan)
Teacher: 1. Jessop

Hundreds and hundreds of dollars are made
But only for bills to be paid—

One penny rolls out of the checking account
It Is the one worth the biggest amount —

One penny turns into more and more and more
You'll start to find them on the floor—

Even though it took a while
Now this pile
can buy

Something
to make you SMILE! !
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The Plague
By Sasha A. Miller (Queens
Teacher: Michael Ellmann

Death all around
You see the infected

Flee for your life

North, South
East, West
It’s still in sight

Blame your God, Blame a race

Blame anything for why you’re in this place

Bodies in Piles

Streets only sing a deadly hymn

Families are left

Priest duties increase

Close the eyes of your loved ones

Let them go into an eternal sleep

For the plague has got them and no cure has been found

And the security of your life is not bound
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BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL

On theroadto College....

SAT, ACT, PSAT, Colleges, University, College Admission Essays, Forms,
Transcripts, Recommendations Letters, Fees, Financial Aid, Acceptance L etters,
etc...

There are some of the many thingsmog would haveto think about asyou prepare
to goto college

I, too,like many havebegun this process. Asof September 09', | am officially a
junior. Probably one of the mog crucial yearson my academic life and to be honest,
I'm absolutely terrified.

Everything from" What school am | going to attend?" to " How in theworld am |
going to score high onthe SATS' , all theway down to " Will | makefriend in
collegeor betheloner on campus?”.A million questions are running through my
head and | can't seem to answer one.

Thankfully | havea great teacher to ease my worries about the almighty college
process. That a the best thing since the I Pod, www. Collegeboard.com.

If you're a collegeobsessed but tarried student like me, collegeboard isthe website
for you. You'll havemore fun than akid in a candy store but get enough
information to make you feel likethe Einstein of the college process.

By: Shanice Bailey

Teacher: Mrs. Cassidy

HERE’S A LINK TO THE SAT ON OUR
HOME INSTRUCTION WEBSITE:
http://homeinstructionschools.com/sats2.htm
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I hereby give permission for my child's photograph, artwork, poetry or other work produced in
conjunction with a school project, class or extracurricular activity, to be put on the Department of
Education's World Wide Web (WWW) site, in accordance with the policies set forth in the DOE's
Internet Acceptable Use Policy.

[ understand that the information to be posted does not include information from my child's
academic, guidance, permanent or cumulative record (i.e. grades or attendance records). I also
understand that the information to be posted does not include other personal identifiable information
such as my child's address, phone number, or social security number.

I hereby give permission for my child's photograph, artwork, poetry or other work produced in

conjunction with a school project, class or extracurricular activity, to be printed in HOME
INSTRUCTION TEENS (HIT) and/or HOME INSTRUCTION KIDS (HI KIDS) magazines.

Name of Student

Parent’s Signature

Date

This document is to be sent to and retained by the school.
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