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HIT MAGAZINE 

Home Instruction Teens Magazine 
 

Welcome back to another year of HIT MAGAZINE  
These magazines are written by Home Instruction students for  

Home Instruction students. They provide an opportunity for 
 students to communicate and share ideas. 

 
All students (K-12) are invited to participate in the  

production of these magazines.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

You don’t have to be a great writer to be involved.  
There are all kinds of things that will help in the  

production of each issue. 
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CONTESTS 
 
 

 Every month we try to list contests. Hopefully you will enjoy  
entering some of them. If you do, please let us know and also  

send us a copy of your entry so that we can print it in HIT. 
 A number of our students have won these contests so you should really try. 

Let us know if you win so we can mention that in the next issue. 
 

If you have any questions please contact us at: 
 

MKANE6@SCHOOLS.NYC.GOV 
 

 
 
SCHOLASTIC ARTS AND WRITING AWARDS 
 
If you are seriously interested in art or writing you SHOULD enter this contest. 
Prize: There are national and local awards 
Grades: 7-12 
Information: http://www.artandwriting.org/ 
 
 
 
New York Recycles Poster Contest 
 
Sponsored by The NYS Association of Reduction, Reuse and Recycling (NYSAR3) 
Grades: K-12 
 
Themes:  
Climate Change Affects Us All  
The First R - Reduction! - Reduce to improve your environment 
 
Deadline: May 24, 2024 
Information: https://www.nysar3.org/page/ny-recycles-poster-contest-76.html 
 
 
	
 

 
 

http://www.artandwriting.org/
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DISTRICT 75 STEM FAIR 2024 
March 21st, 2024 at American Museum of Natural History 

 
An incredible event hosted by D75 STEM showcased the remarkable contributions of Home 
Instruction students. Home Instruction showed up and stepped up with patterns, greenhouse 
effects, and playing cards doing math magic. Manhattan's grid system is aligned twice a year and 

when this happens, we can see the sunset from our city streets without obstruction? Amazing! 
Each presentation offered valuable insights into various subjects including force and motion, 

chemistry experiments with bath bombs and spa products, the detrimental impacts of pollution, 

the significance of food coloration, and even the genetics of cat fur color. The event buzzed with 
enthusiasm from excited students, staff, and families representing all five boroughs of D75. Our 

Home Instruction students brought their traches, AAC devices, wheelchairs, anxiety, 
presentation boards, knowledge, bravery and showed that because Home Instruction assumed 

they could, they showed visitors of the American Museum of Natural History on  

Wednesday, March 20th, 2024 that they can... and they did! 
By Mei Li 
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STUDENT: Zajairie Brathwaite 
TEACHER: Gail A. Monsegue 
BOROUGH: Brooklyn 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: Geraldine Langella 

 
 

 
What did you like about the STEM FAIR 2024? 
I am so impressed. 
I am happy. 
That all the people who came. 
I like the dinosaur, the t-Rex. 
I saw monkeys. 
The big blue whale. 
It was noisy. 
I gave out all the goody bags. (Teachers Note: Zajairie handed out 
all of the bags that contained the art project for the Hot Air Balloon.) 
1 bag to everybody. 
 
What did you see when you went around the FAIR? 
I saw the bubbles. 
The soaps 
I ate a cookie. 
Making (edible) flowers with sprinkles. 
 
Who did you meet? 
The principal boss lady came  
(Teachers Note: Principal Ramona Pizarro.) 
I saw a teacher from my school, PS235. 
One boy made me laugh. He was making jokes. 
I met a statue. (Teacher’s note: Teddy Roosevelt sitting on a bench 
at the American Museum of Natural History’s main entrance.) 
I met 800 people. (Teachers Note: The cacophony of sounds made 
it sound like 800 people with the echoes) 
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How did you get to the Museum? 
I took Access A Ride. 
It took me 5 hours.  
(Teacher’s note: Zajairie had 3 trips on 03/20/2024) 
 
 
MOTHER’S THOUGHTS: Zuleica Yarde Brathwaite 
 
TO PRINCIPAL PIZARRO AND  
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL LANGELLA: 
Thank you for letting my daughter, Zajairie, go to the museum to 
the STEM FAIR 2024. My daughter was so happy and she enjoyed 
herself. My husband and I are so happy that Zajairie got to go and 
submit her project.
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03/25/2024 
STUDENT: David Andre Chua Reyes 
TEACHER: Gail A. Monsegue 
BOROUGH: Brooklyn 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL: Geraldine Langella 
 
 
Miss Monsegue interviews Bryan Chua, father of David 
Andre Chua Reyes; and Mrs. Ofelia, Reyes, mother. 
 
Their thoughts about David Andre’s appearance at the  
D75 STEM FAIR 2024 
 
 
What did you like about the STEM FAIR 2024? 
All the students who were there, did great projects. 
 
What did you see when you went around the FAIR? 
The technology ones were memorable. 
David Andre was smiling at the various areas we visited. 
 
Who did you meet? 
We met Superintendent Ketler Louissaint.  
And missed Principal Pizarro. 
We also met many students who were exhibiting great 
projects. 
It was the first time that we visited the American Museum of 
Natural History. We always see the museum on the 
television. 
We will be going back another day to take more in and see 
the dinosaurs, and planetarium. 
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How did you get to the Museum? 
We traveled in our car. 
Can there be a discounted price for parents who are parking 
in the museum next year? 
 
My trip around the museum. 
We now know that dinosaurs are real. The big elephant and 
other life size animals were awesome. My children have 
never visited this museum before, and they really enjoyed 
their visit. 
 
PARENTS THOUGHTS: 
Thank you very much Ms. Pizarro and Ms. Langella, for 
allowing David Andre to be part of this awesome experience. 
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POETRY PLACE 
 

The	Things	We	Carry	In	Coney	Island 
By	Usman	Oladunmoye	

Teacher:	Menucha	Stubenhaus 
 
	

We	carry	the	smell	of	blood	in	the	air 
 

We	carry	the	fear	of	not	going	outside,	after	a	kid	reaches	the	end	of	his		
chapter	to	another	kid 

 
We	carry	the	scars	of	losing	people	near	our	age	over	a	pack	of	candy 

 
We	carry	the	people	who	we	know	caught	a	stray	and	die	because	of	it 

 
We	carry	the	thought	of	“are	we	really	safe	even	if	police	are	on	every	block” 

 
We	carry	the	future	even	if	the	past	is	terrible 

 
We	carry	lots	of	people	who	have	kids	and	are	on	drugs 

 
We	carry	the	graffiti	of	people	on	our	streets 

 
We	carry	the	hotdog	winners	and	the	fastest	eaters	every	year 

 
We	carry	basketball	stars	and	phenomena 

 
We	carry	improvement	through	our	people 

 
We	carry	turning	Coney	Island	into	less	projects	and	more	luxury	condos 

 
We	carry	the	judgments	of	outsiders 

 
We	carry	the	smell	of	funnel	cakes	and	popcorn	during	summer	time 
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We	carry	the	screams	of	joy,	the	laughter	of	amusement	parks 
 

We	carry	fireworks	during	July	4th	that	symbolize	us 
 

We	carry	the	beautiful	seagulls	on	the	soft	sand	at	the	beach 
 

We’re	the	people	who	determine	Coney	Island’s	future 
 

We’re	the	motors	of	Coney	Island 
 

We’re	the	ones	who	determine	if	Coney	Island	is	going	to	be	remembered		
as	dystopia	or	utopia 

 
As	we	walk	across	the	boardwalk	tripping	over	the	little	pins	sticking	out 

our	positive	thoughts	enter	our	minds	and	the	negative	thoughts	start	to	exit. 
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The	Answer	
By	Anonymous	

	
Most	people	spend	a	lifetime	searching	for	something	to	find,	

looking	past	too	far	ahead,		not	leaving	anything	behind.	

But	this	is	what	defines	us,	the	memories,	when	we	are	gone,	

There	is	information	we	must	know	so	that	we	can	live	on.	

Here	is	the	secret	to	all	our	troubles,	try	it	and	don’t	fake	it!	

Instead	of	searching	for	what’s	not	there,		

life	is	what	you	MAKE	it.	
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REFLECTIONS 
 

Learning Starts with Failure 
By Anonymous  
 
 
“Learning starts with failure; the first failure is the beginning of education.” I strongly 
agree with this quote. This quote reveals that nobody or anything is perfect. Everything 
in life is something that formed from nothing. The more time you put into something 
you’re trying to complete the more you’re educating yourself. It’s like you started at 0%, 
which is nothing to educating yourself or knowledge, working you way up too 100%, 
which is completion. 
 
This quote by John Hersey is 100% accurate in my opinion. Failure will always be failure 
until somewhere in the downfall you decide to move out of the stage and take your 
knowledge and start educating yourself. Failure is necessary to see yourself or your 
plans/goals grow gradually. It may take time but you moved on out of that stage of 
nothing into education of some sort. Nobody’s born with a great I.Q somewhere in the 
process you learned things. 
 
In addition, am example representing the novelist quote is a high school graduate; a high 
school graduate had to learn how to read/write and speak accurately in order to move up 
their education. Reading, Writing and speaking was the first step into communication 
and after conquering that step you start educating yourself. They start from nothing to 
success. 
 
In conclusion, I think everything in life can relate to this quote. It’s reasonable and makes 
perfect sense. Success and learning have to start from somewhere. It is through failure 
and making mistakes that we learn how to succeed and to do better in the future. So 
maybe “failure” isn’t a failure after all. 
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Cooking Corner 
 

Jayla’s	Tasty	Treats	
By	Jayla	Douglas	

Teacher:	Gwenddyn	Edwards	
	
	

Cinnamon	Peach	Cobbler	Cookies	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Prep/Cook	-	4hrs	5	
Servings:	24	
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Ingredients:	
		
Peach	Cobbler	Filling	

● 1	½	cups	fresh	diced	peaches	
● 2	tablespoon	granulated	sugar		
● ½	teaspoon	ground	cinnamon	
● ½	teaspoon	lemon	juice	
● Pinch	of	fine	sea	salt	
● 1	teaspoon	cornstarch	
● 1	teaspoon	water	

	
Cookie	Dough	

● 7	tablespoon	unsalted	butter	room	temperature	
● 3.5	oz	cream	cheese	
● ½	cup	granulated	sugar	
● ½	cup	light	brown	sugar	packed	
● 1	whole	large	egg	room	temperature	
● 1	large	egg	yolk	room	temperature	
● 1	teaspoon	vanilla	extract	
● 1	¾	cup	all-purpose	flour		
● 2	teaspoon	baking	powder	
● ¼	teaspoon	salt	
● ½	cup	coarse	cane	sugar		
● ¾	teaspoon	ground	cinnamon	

	
	
Cinnamon	Pie	Crumb	

● 4	tablespoon	unsalted	butter	melted	
● ¼	cup	light	brown	sugar	packed	
● 1	tablespoon	granulated	sugar	
● ½	cup	all-purpose	flour	
● ¾	teaspoon	ground	cinnamon	

	
Vanilla	Glaze	

● 1	cup	powdered	sugar	
● 1-2	tablespoon	whole	milk	
● 1	teaspoon	vanilla	extract	
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Instructions: 
 

1.  Combine the peaches, sugar, cinnamon, lemon juice, and salt in a pot. Cook 

over medium heat until the peaches are juicy and starting to thicken, about 15-20 

minutes. Mash them until the peaches are small and jammy. Then stir in the 

cornstarch slurry and cook for 2 minutes longer. Transfer the jam to a clean bowl 

and set aside to cool.  

2. Cream the butter, cream cheese, sugar, and brown sugar until light and fluffy. 

3. Mix in the egg, egg yolk, and vanilla extract. 

4. Mix in the flour, baking powder, and salt until just combined. 

5. Chill the dough in the fridge for 30 minutes to firm and make it easier to scoop. 

6. In a small bowl, combine the sugar and cinnamon. Scoop the dough into 2 tbsp-

sized balls directly into the bowl of cinnamon sugar, tossing to coat them. Then 

place them on a parchment-lined tray with 1-2 inches of space in between each 

one. 

7. Use the back of a round measuring spoon to indent the center of the cookie 

dough balls. Then fill the center with a heaping teaspoon of peach cobbler filling. 

Chill the tray in the freezer for a minimum of 3-4 hours, overnight it is beat! 

8. Preheat the oven to 350 F/180 C. 

9. Make the cinnamon crumbs topping. Combine the crumb ingredients until crumbs 

form. Bake the crumbs on a parchment-lined baking sheet for 12-15 minutes, or 

until golden brown. Set it aside to cool,then break it into small crumb pieces. 

10. Press a handful of cinnamon crumbs on top of each cookie. Bake them spaced 

2-3 inches apart for 12-13 minutes. 

11. Pull the tray out of the oven and sprinkle them with more of the cinnamon crumb. 

Let the tray cool on a wire rack until completely cool before removing. While they 

cool, make the vanilla glaze. 

12. Whisk together the powdered sugar, milk, and vanilla extract until smooth. Spoon 

a little more peach filling on the centers, drizzle the glaze over the cookies, then 

enjoy! 

13. Store leftover cookies in an airtight container for 2-3 days in the fridge or at room 

temperature. If storing in the fridge, let the cookies come to room temperature 

before serving. 
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*Measure	your	flour	properly.	This	is	my	#1	baking	tip!	Do	
not	ever	scoop	a	measuring	cup	into	your	flour	as	this	always	
leads	to	using	too	much	flour.	Instead,	use	the	spoon-level	
method.	This	means	fluffing	the	flour	first,	then	spooning	it	into	
your	measuring	cup/spoon.	For	the	BEST	results,	use	a	
kitchen	scale!*	
	
Don't	skip	the	chill	time.	While	many	cookie	recipes	require	
zero	chilling	time,	this	step	is	important	for	flavor	
development,	texture	improvement,	and	reduced	spreading.	All	
of	these	contribute	to	a	cookie	that	is	tender	and	well-rounded	in	
flavor!	
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Corned	Beef	Dinner	
	
Ingredients		
	
. 1-4½	pound	corned	beef	brisket	
. 4	allspice	berries	
. 2	bay	leaves	
. 1	teaspoon	mustard	seeds	
. 1	onion,	quartered	1	bulb	garlic,	cut	crosswise	so	each	clove	is	cut	in	half	
. 1	teaspoon	black	peppercorns	
. 1	whole	clove,	optional	
. 1	medium	head	cabbage,	cut	into	eighths	
. 1½	pounds	small	(about	1-inch	diameter)	red	potatoes	
		
Cooking	Instructions	
	

1. Rinse	corned	beef	under	running	water.	Place	in	large	pot.	Add	allspice,	bay	
leaves,	mustard	seeds,	onion,	peppercorns,	and	clove.	Add	enough	water	to	
cover.	

	
2. Bring	to	a	boil,	skim	any	scum	if	needed.	Reduce	to	a	simmer	and	cover.	Cook	

about	4	hours,	or	until	fork-tender.	Remove	and	keep	warm.	
	

3. Strain	out	spices	and	vegetables	from	cooking	water.	Add	cabbage	and	
potatoes.	Bring	to	a	boil	and	reduce	to	a	simmer.	Cook	30	minutes	until	fork	
tender.	
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PROJECTS & PUZZLES 
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You can send us: 
 

articles 

artwork 

photography 

puzzles  

riddles  

poems 

stories  

movie reviews  

book reviews 

video game reviews 

sports reviews 

whatever you would like to share. 

 

We need staff members who would like to work at home  
helping to put the magazines together every month. We will ask 

 you to do a little typing and to feel free to share any ideas you have to 
 improve our magazines. Frequently we are able to arrange for our 

 secondary students to get school credit for their work on the magazine.  
If you would like more information about becoming  

a staff member, email us at: 

 

MKANE6@SCHOOLS.NYC.GOV 
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WANTED: Staff EDITORS 
 

Please contact us ASAP if you’re interested in these 
positions. Requirements include: basic knowledge and 

interest in learning about basic layout/design using 
Microsoft Word, editing other students submissions, 

some typing, ability to work under  
tight deadlines and creativity. 
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You can RECEIVE JOURNALISM CREDITS 
for your participation with HIT Magazine!! 

 
If interested, please e-mail us at: 

MKANE6@SCHOOLS.NYC.GOV 
 

AVAILABLE HIT Staff Positions  
for students interested in  

receiving Journalism credits 
 
Columnists/ Staff Writers: who would each be in charge of 
a monthly column  
(based on their interests.)  
 
Possible monthly columns might include:  

• Current Events   
• Sports   
• Art  
• Book Reviews  
• Movie Reviews  
• Video Game Reviews 
• Photography  
• Poetry  
• Puzzles & Games 

 
Almost anything that is of interest to a student who’s dedicated to 
submitting something each month & also willing to help out with the 
editing and typing of other students submissions. 
 
 



	 59	

 
Illustrator/Editor would illustrate articles and design covers 
 
Photographer/Editor 
 
All staff members should submit at least one article every month. 
All Staff members should be encouraged to contribute ideas on: 
        • how to improve the magazine 
        • how to capture interest of readers 
        • how to get more students to contribute. 
 
All staff members should be willing to help with production, layout/design of the 
magazine.  
 
All staff members should also be willing to help proofread for incorrect, 
inappropriate material 
 
All staff members might be required to submit at least one: 
        Editorial 
        Interview 
        News story 
 
All staff members will learn the importance of ethics in journalism 
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HIT BOOK CLUB 
HAVE YOU READ ANY GOOD BOOKS LATELY? 

HOW ABOUT BAD BOOKS? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND US REVIEWS AT: 

MKANE6@SCHOOLS.NYC.GOV 

WE WIL PRINT THEM 
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JUST FOR FUN 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DO YOU ENJOY COOKING?  

 
IF SO, PLEASE SEND US YOUR FAVORITE RECIPES! 

 
DO YOU ENJOY PUZZLES, WORD SEARCHES OR GAMES?  

 
TRY CREATING YOUR OWN AND THEM TO US At: 

 

MKANE6@SCHOOLS.NYC.GOV	
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I hereby give permission for my child's photograph, artwork, poetry or other work produced 
in conjunction with a school project, class or extracurricular activity, to be put on the 
Department of Education's World Wide Web (WWW) site, in accordance with the policies 
set forth in the DOE's Internet Acceptable Use Policy. 

I understand that the information to be posted does not include information from my child's 
academic, guidance, permanent or cumulative record (i.e. -- grades or attendance records). 
I also understand that the information to be posted does not include other personal 
identifiable information such as my child's address, phone number, or social security 
number. 

I hereby give permission for my child's photograph, artwork, poetry or other work produced 
in conjunction with a school project, class or extracurricular activity, to be printed in HOME 
INSTRUCTION TEENS (HIT) Magazine. 

 
Name of Student_________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Parent’s Signature_____________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date__________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

This document is to be sent to and retained by the school.  
 

 

 

 

 


